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will send a copy of the claim to the 
head of the office concerned and ask 
him to designate one employee of that 
office who shall act as, and who shall 
be referred to herein as, the Claims In-
vestigating Officer for that particular 
claim. The Claims Investigating Officer 
shall, with the advice of the General 
Counsel, where necessary: 

(1) Investigate as completely as is 
practicable the nature and cir-
cumstances of the occurrence causing 
the loss or damage of the claimant’s 
property. 

(2) Ascertain the extent of loss or 
damage to the claimant’s property. 

(3) Assemble the necessary forms 
with required data contained therein. 

(4) Prepare a brief statement setting 
forth the facts relative to the claim (in 
the case of motor vehicle accidents, 
facts should be recorded on Standard 
Form 91–A), a statement whether the 
claim satisfies the requirements of this 
subpart, and a recommendation as to 
the amount to be paid in settlement of 
the claim. 

(5) The head of the office concerned 
will be responsible for assuring that all 
necessary forms, statements, and all 
supporting papers have been procured 
for the file and will transmit the entire 
file to the General Counsel. 

§ 304.7 Authority to adjust, determine, 
compromise, and settle claims. 

The authority to consider, ascertain, 
adjust, determine, compromise and set-
tle claims of less than $5,000 under 28 
U.S.C. 2672, and this subpart, rests with 
the Chief Financial Officer, as the des-
ignee of the head of the agency. For 
claims under 28 U.S.C. 2672 and this 
subpart, subject to § 304.8, the Director 
of the Peace Corps retains authority to 
consider, ascertain, adjust, determine, 
compromise and settle claims of $5,000 
or more. 
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§ 304.8 Limitations on authority. 
(a) An award, compromise, or settle-

ment of a claim under section 2672 of 
title 28, United States Code, and this 
subpart in excess of $25,000 may be ef-
fected only with the prior written ap-
proval of the Attorney General or his 
designee. For the purpose of this para-
graph, a principal claim and any deriv-

ative or subrogated claim shall be 
treated as a single claim. 

(b) An administrative claim may be 
adjusted, determined, compromised, or 
settled only after consultation with 
the Department of Justice when, in the 
opinion of the General Counsel: 

(1) A new precedent or a new point of 
law is involved; or 

(2) A question of policy is or may be 
involved; or 

(3) The United States is or may be 
entitled to indemnity or contribution 
from a third party, and the Peace 
Corps is unable to adjust the third 
party claim; or 

(4) The compromise of a particular 
claim, as a practical matter, will or 
may control the disposition of a re-
lated claim in which the amount to be 
paid may exceed $25,000. 

(c) An administrative claim may be 
adjusted, determined, compromised, or 
settled only after consultation with 
the Department of Justice when the 
Peace Corps is informed or is otherwise 
aware that the United States or an of-
ficer, employee, agent, or cost-type 
contractor of the United States is in-
volved in litigation based on a claim 
arising out of the same incident or 
transaction. 

§ 304.9 Referral to the Department of 
Justice. 

When Department of Justice ap-
proval or consultation is required 
under § 304.8, the referral or request 
shall be transmitted to the Department 
of Justice by the General Counsel. 

[72 FR 4206, Jan. 30, 2007] 

§ 304.10 Review of claim. 

(a) Upon receipt of the claim file 
from the head of the office concerned, 
the General Counsel will ascertain that 
all supporting papers are contained in 
the file. 

(b) After legal review and rec-
ommendation by the General Counsel, 
the Director of the Peace Corps will 
make a written determination on the 
claim, unless the claim is worth less 
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